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Introducing the Fandom Glossary!

With reporting on the first wave of the fandom survey well underway, we decided now 

is the perfect time to release KR&I’s “Fandom Glossary” – a compilation of common 

and important words and phrases used by fans and researchers today. We selected 

terms that are used broadly by a wide variety of fans – the “must haves” for anyone 

studying fandom – and categorized them thematically to indicate how different words 

and phrases get used within the fandom community. The glossary will be housed in 

the Fandom Now Member Hub on the KR&I website, allowing us to update its content 

whenever new words and phrases gain traction (or when existing words and phrases 

fade into disuse). 


The world of fandom is full of specialized words, shorthand phrases, and coded 

references that can feel like a new language to the uninitiated. We hope the glossary 

helps all of us understand some of what matters to fans and researchers right now, 

while serving as a quick reference in those moments when we encounter “fanspeak” 

we’re unsure of. (Don’t worry – “fanspeak” is in the glossary!)


Happy reading!

Fandom (n.): A beneficial 
relationship between a 

person and an object that is 
simultaneously relatable 

and elevating.


