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FANDOM NOW

This month marks the 10-year anniversary of one of our favorite videos about online fans, Maciej 
Cegłowski’s ‘Fan Is a Tool Using Animal.’ In the decade since the video was posted, online fandom has 
expanded and fans have dispersed across a variety of online spaces, from the divisive discourse of 
Twitter/X fandom, to the mass-access, visually-driven fandoms on TikTok, YouTube, Instagram (and 
even Pinterest), to the more niche/focused communities of Tumblr, Reddit, and AO3 (Archive of Our 
Own). Yet the insights about fans that Cegłowski gleaned from his early 2010’s experience building an 
online bookmarking tool are as applicable today as they were when he first shared them. In this frank 
and funny video, Cegłowski recounts how he came to understand that transformational online fans:

 


Happy viewing!


Maciej Cegłowski, ‘Fan is a Tool-Using Animal’ (dConstruct, 2013).
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• Are passionate, natural organizers who structure the social norms of the online 
spaces they inhibit.


• Fight censorship, meaning that they’re likely to work around any restrictions brands 
try to enforce.


• Are creative, with inventive re-imaginings deepening connection to source material 
and sustaining interest during times when no new material is available.


• Are exploring the full range of what it means to be human and sharing it in fun, 
creative, absurd, transgressive ways. While it can seem a little alarming to see a half-
naked Spock and Kirk embrace in space (a fun surprise in the Maciej Cegłowski’s 
presentation), transformational fans are ultimately tackling important themes like 
familial relationships, identity, and the nature of social norms and taboos.

https://kresnickaresearch.com/
https://vimeo.com/clearleft/dconstruct2013maciej

