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Introducing Wave 4’s Deep Dive Topic:
The Role of Nostalgia in Fandom

Credit: Burns Library, Boston College

Though much of the data we collect in our Fandom Now survey points towards new trends
and emerging objects of fandom (OOFs), the importance of the past — and of nostalgia in
particular — shines through. Nostalgia is a form of longing; a desire to (re-)experience
something in the past, whether a time, a place, a feeling, or the people and entertainment
content we assoclate with those times, places, and feelings. Fans' desire to visit the past
shapes the media landscape Iin potent ways, fueling the business potential of reboots,
sequels, revivals, deep and thorough content libraries, and historically themed content and
experiences. Yet, effectively deploying nostalgia is no simple feat, as a host of failed reboots
can attest. The desire to (re-)experience the past comes loaded with complex expectations
and emotions, which poses a challenge for both content (it can be hard to live up to such
lofty expectations) and fans (they're chasing a feeling that can never quite be tulfilled). In
Wave 4 of Fandom Now, we'll explore this complexity, focusing on the intersection of
fandom and nostalgia.

We can already see that fans seek nostalgia to varying degrees — but we'd like to know why:.
Fans who experience nostalgia can hold differing opinions when it comes to new content
they'd like to see. For some, nostalgia can feel iImmersive and fixed, fostering rigid ideas
about what "fits” the IP (and what would be too great a departure). These fans seem
interested In revisiting specific feelings and memorable moments in their lives, and they
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often seek to share that experience with new generations — as It to say, “| wish you could
feel what it was like.” For others, nostalgia can feel lighter and more flexible, opening
them to new content that feels warmly tamiliar yet fresh. For them, nostalgia boosts
enjoyment, while still leaving them open to world expansion, new characters, changing
storylines, and updates that bring the content they love into a modern setting.

In Wave 4's Deep Dive, we'll explore these and other complexities quantitatively and
qualitatively. While we continue to track tans who say their fandom “connects me to a
time in my life that matters to me,” we'll introduce additional guestions that capture the
emotions fans experience (including nostalgia). We'll explore whether some tandoms are
more or less nostalgia-driven than others, and how those tfandoms differ in terms of fan
practices, fan needs, and future expectations. Through comparative analysis, we'll explore
how OOFs that get rebooted or revitalized may differ from those that are not. And we'll
explore whether tan origin pathways and intergenerational fandom correlate with
nostalgia in meaningful ways.

Qualitatively, we'll recruit participants to share the role of nostalgia in their overall tan
experience. Through thematic coding and analysis, we'll assess what nostalgia means to
fans, whether different forms of nostalgia exist, why fans feel nostalgia towards a
narticular fandom, whether they feel differently about their nostalgic fandoms than
those they don't associate with nostalgia, and how nostalgia shapes their fan practices
and needs.

Brands have bet big on nostalgia as a way to establish deep and lasting connections with
fans. By examining the mechanisms at play in nostalgia, we'll know more about what it
actually is, why fans care about It, and what it means for their future investment in the
OOFs they love.



